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Preface

L

!

The anclent land comptising the teitory of the entwhils Mewer
State has always attractad the attention of the scholars and historlans
Diverss social and cuttural phenomanon visible In this land Jead one
to trece a oddgln in the most anclent imes of human history  The
pre historto stone tools found at various places of Mewar patticulerty
on the banks of the rvers Gambhid Wagan, Kedmall Bersch and
Banas show that the man had occupled this land at least 8 hundred
thousand years back. The archaeological explorations at Bagor and
Ahar have proved thet the most ancfent culturez of mankind have
ffourished [n this part of the countn,

Thus the land of Mawar once a part of Sivi Janpsd {republic)
and known a3 Medpats has baen uninterruptediv a base for human
octcupation and flourishing of human civilzation from the earliest
times  Undoubtadly the geographical factors playsd a decistve
part in the immigration of man to this lend erdlive create and
frousish thers  Almost all the sacial and cultural revolutions which
took place In northern Indis enveloped it. Msdhyamika (Nagari)
Aghatpur (Ahar) Nagadrah (Nagda) and Chitrakut {Chitor) have
been the cantres of ancisnt cultures and thete rulne and sull standing
monuments speak of their erstwhile glory  Archaeological and lterary
ressarches have proved that these places had baen major centres of
feaming of contemporary trmes and 1he great masters of [iterature, art
and architecture lived and worked thers. Chwtor (Chitakut) parth-
cularly has been en ammamely fasclnating place for the soholars not
withstanding the rsvages comm tted by 1he time during the span of
hundreds of years. Savenal temafes palaces and other monuments stlf
stand there to tell the story of successtve rsligious. cultural and poli-
nal revolutiona that took place in the htetory of the counwy

The Inhabitation of primitve man in this [and the succeastve
immigrations to this part of varlous tribss from time Immemorial
and scclal, cuttural and politioal revolutions that 1ok place during the
fong coures of history all heve gone to make diventlty ot this land
raciafly soclally religlousty and culturaly  Inapits of thia diversity



the uniquo sonte of onono3l in thy pasple haa baan natawvarihys
This sonso of ononass and unity of purpose have had thelr undolible
Impact on tho mediseval histoy Tho undaunting and chivalrous
peoplo a! Mewar led by lho hmolc rufing glasses of this land
havo duced p o d il vatianco and
sacriflco that are rmln tho entire human history  Sinco the middle
of the oightesnth cantury tho instltution of feudalistic monarchy bagin
degenersting end tho small and big kingdoma of [ndiv begin crumb
ling, the conditions In Mewar were no axcoption and the herolc land

[s at onco fouhd smarting and chaling undor tho yoke of the Brtlsh
Imperialism,

The presant work has bosn an attemnpt to prosent a very bnol history
of soclal culiure! and pofitical Institutions of Mewarth at developed
during the courso of sovoral hundred yoars. As the roaders would
find the attempt have beon only partly succossful  The oditor Is
highly Indebted to the scha'ars who havo vory kindly contributed their
tearned articies for this pubfication

D L, Paflwal



pre-and proto-historic mewar

The glotlous rola which Mewar has p'eyed durfng the mare recant
pesiod of Indian history b wall known to evary indian. Much leag
Is known sbout tha earller history of Mewar especially before the
pertod when wittten documents whether &s Inscriptions of coina finst
bagan to eppsar  But any student wha knows something of the
diversity of communines and cuttural patiemns existing in Mewar 1oday
will sgres that written fecords alone cannat explaln this cuttural
mosefc. 3 orging, at least In part have to besought in the pre-
historlc penod which is being brought to light by the patlent work of
archesologlsts,

From the point ol view of humen history Mewse ls one of the
oldest reglans of Indis, It has been occupled by man at least for »
hundred thousand ysars {f not more  And dunng this period a number
of cultures have flouriahed in this reglon. Some of them becsme
totally extinct and are now represented only in the archeeological
recoid, Others—the relatively recent—left races whuch stifl survive
n some of the communites of Mewar

Though all hlstory betore the spresrance of waiitten tecords Is
stretly spaaking pre-history in Incia and scme other countries a twilight
petiod called proto histery 16 tecogrzed Letween pre-histary sad
tustary  Theometically proto history Is that peniod when pre-history of
80 8rea tegins 10 be enlighlaned—largely Indirectly—by written sources
inthe xeme or neighbouring termtones yatin practice n Indm the
tarm has coma to be epplied to all thase cultwes whose sconomy was
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based on food productlon (ajflcultura and stock raising) and which flourished
before the eppearance of historiosl times proper  Pre hhstory Is thorefore left to
mean the stone ages when man lived by hunting and foodgathering

The pre-history and proto history of Mewsr known to us may be divided
into followling cultural perlods counting from the top

1 The Lowsr Palaschthic (or Early Stone Age)

2 The Middle Palaeclithic (or Middls Stone Age)

3 The Mesolithic ( or Late St.ne Age)

4 The Chalcolithic.

6. The lron Age.

The Esrty Stone Age

By thelr very nature the pre historic psoples ste anonymous because
o records axist to tell us by what name they called themsshves or were known to
thelr contsmpararies. Pis historic peoples are oftan known by the place where thelr
archaeological and physical remains were first found or by the nature of these
refice themsetves. The earflest peoples of Mewar can bs called the Acheullan
people—the name by which the people of comparable stage of culture are known
all over the old world. This name 1s denved from the French locality of St.
Acheul whare tools similar to thoss found 10 Mewar were first recognized more
then & hundred yews ago

These Acheullan people were essentially hunters and food—gatherers.
Thelr only surviving reflcs are the stone tools mede and used and diacarded by
them  No doubt man must have always made tools of wood and other organic
materials but these survive long periods under only the most exceptionsl
clreumstances.  (Incidentally the term roof here f3used to mean aff objects
made by man)  These tools are known as choppers chopping toots scrapers,
flakes, handaxes and clesvers. They were made by chipping one or both faces
of pebbles of quartate  quartz or sandstone picked up from the rver bads and
were used for 2 varlety of putposes. such as skinnmg and butchering dead animals
digging roots and tubers from the earth and working wood Their hunting
was probably dane by wooden spaars and by stafking game Though we have
no remains of anfmals which thess eorly Mewanan killed and ate we can
have some [dea of their Tood and the wild Ufe around them from the contemporary
conditions in the Narmada and Godavar valleys where fosslis of arumals of thiy
penod have been found.  Thete amimals include now extinct spacles of catile,
elephant. hippopotamus, desr and pig  Thase earty people in Mowar as algs
where centainly had a great predilection for mear.
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Ther stone 100ls are found In thick bouldery depcaits at the bottom of the
cliffs afang river banks, Cfimate at this padod fs fikety to hava been wettsr so
that rivers could carry thick toads of cosrse sediment from the hills over long
stretches  These Lower Palasolithic tools occur most abundantly In the rivers
Gambhird, Wegen Kadmel and the Berech and thelr tributaries (n the vicinity of
and around Chitorgerh  The till at Chltorgarh now crovwmed by the farnous
fort, must have streltered some of the eartiest stone ege communities.  Fot it was
{rom the siopss of this hill that stone tools were washed down and incomorated
{n the sediments of the Gembhii Esst ward this early culura is known from
the depomty of the fver Chambet and its tributares in Kota and Shalawar districts.
and nofth ward {rom the Banas river et many places. But the emliest gottiers of
Mewat seem to have evoidad the foot hills of the Aravafls for our soarch for this
cufture in the rivar Beroch in Udaipur district yretded only & few tools. near the
willages of Daravii and Kheri and one near Debok, and none weat of the last men-
toned pisoa. Inthe Banas alvwo only two o three tools are known from near
Nathdwara and have baen found batwesn this place and Hamidrgath near Bhilwara,
Our sesrch in the Chandrabhaga from Amet to Potta was atso fultless. This
cutture i3 fikety to have Tloudshed sbout a hundred thousand years ago

The Middle Stons Age

The earty storm age culurs was replacad probebly forty or Tifty thousand
venrs 850 by anothef culture  The toohs of this culiure are also mads of stone
but they are of different typas and smaifer end thinner Thase tooks ate made of
smalf flakes romoved from tegger stonet, known in srchaoologics!l tamminology
ascares.  Many of these flakes were elsborately prepared by technigue known
a3 Lavatiols after a tite near Parls In France  Such took arm xnown as scsapens
and points.  The lstter of them ware probably hatted on wooden shafts to make
3poers while scrapecs were used for skinning geme and working wood. Thess
toois are mede of fire—grained minersts ke chert and Jasper They sre found
{n finer gravels which e over the cosrser gfavels deposited esdler  The thvers
wers now flowing at & bigher leve! and had sluggith currents,

Toots of th second of Micdie Stone Age cu e e found mainly In the
Wagan tiver near the vitiane of Hezukhed and in the ver Kadmall nesr
Nimbshers, both m Chitorgarh dlstict. A few of them are ako known from the
viver Berach noar Chitorgarh and from the Chambsl near Kota.

The change from Early Sione Age o Middis Stone Age i not abrupt. hut
slew and smooth 1t 13 possible that a fow peorts hed con e into the ares and
replaced the older ones afier co existing whh the older pecples for Cme thme
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Altemnataly the older psople themssives had learnt new ways of making stone
tools and adjusting themselvos 10 a changlng environment. Europe and Wess
Asia people who made stmifar tools belonged to the human specles known as
Neanderthal man  Thss spscles became sxtinct about 36 000 yesss sgo

The Lste Stone Age

We do not exactly know when this culturs came to an erd and what
followed it Immedietely The thick mit deposits which cover the gravels
yislding Middle Stone Age too's ave davold of arry archseological matenals. On
the surface of the1s siits and on rocky oulcrops are however found, remains
of a Third Stons Age culture which the sfchasologlsts call Mesofithic or Late
Stone Age  wa krow much more about this culture because (i) it flourished
quite recently probspty from 10.000 B C 10 2000 B C and (fi} deposts
bearing its remalns have not besen disturbed. at lesst not significantly by nver
sctlon. The authors of this new culture were the men of the species Homo—
sapians the species to which sll Iving races of man belong.

The tools of these Masoilthkc peoples are known es areroliths because
they werg small, barely mora than four centrmeters made out of thm parallel—
sided flskes (tochnicsily called blades) which were detached from small
preparsd cores. Thess blades or sechons of them were blunted on cone
of more sides to provide blunt sides for hating snd had o sham edge
on one side for use. A senes of such bisde tools or microliths were
hatisd togather in a shotted wood or bone stick to provide composhe tools
Iike knives. arrows. harpoons. e1c.  [p this age for the fust ime bow end amows
came into use snd man thorefore acquired greater mastery on hunting skRls.
These microliths occur far mors widely than too} of any of the preceding two stones
sges. They are found scattered on numerous rocky slevatiom in Mewar
Actually on these reck nw ty chem. were easty
avallable. Hunung bands squatted on thess rock oukcrops dunng thely
expeditions and taking advaniajo of the eamly avalable raw meteral
manufactured ther tools They ook the finkhed 10ols with them and ieft
the waste matorial on tho snes. For thrs tesson we find very tew hnmhed
100! onthesa factory sites but lot of menufacwing detss  Such tactory sites
a8 10 Ee found every vhere in Mewnar  they /& mosl numerous w distncl
Udarpur  The wrtar ins co ectad lags quantiues of such tools near the
villy73s of Bchn and Dabok en3d further north nay Golpa and Balathal
rot far from Vallabh nagar

A goad pitwo of thy cultua of thus panad fs provided by the



Pottery from Bagor



Early Palasolithic Tools from river
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Middis Palseolithle Tools from river
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sxcavations conducted jointly by the Univenity of Poona and the State
Depaitment of Archasology Rajasthan at Bagor in distnct Bhilwara

The storre age people here sotted on a sand dune overlooking the river
Kothan  Thelr stone taols are found scatterod on the surface of the dune
itssll  But what ts mara thelr tools, pottery animal bones end burals occur to
adepth of 1 76 m. batow the surface of tha dune showing that man had lived
here for 8 very long Ume. They lived on stone paved floors made from schist
wlaks quartiad from rocks across the river and from pabbles picked up from the
river bed  They afso raised circulsr huts which were lined on the perlphery with
atones to protect them from winds,  On these floors are to be found quantitios of
microfiths as also bones of animals which the psople ate Thesss bones are
always broken and split open for the extraction of marrow and they are often
charred showing that meat was regularty roasted on fire  Stons hammers {ound
on thess floors baar tell tale marks af use on them They were used for braaking
bones as well as for making storie taols. The animats killed end eaten by these
peopis were all wild they include wild cattle the hog deer the spotted doar the
barasingha. the indlan wnld bosr the Indian jackal the river turtte end the
monitor izard  Although thase people did not know agricutture and antmal
husbandry they were goad—hunters and had quite a secuwrs food supply which
made a petmansnt settlement at one place possible  They burled thelr dead
within the settiament In an extended position wath head to the north west and
face to the north-east.  Chunks of mwat weie kept near tha dead as food for
them thess now survive as bare banes.

There are qulte 8 tew such habltauon shes in Mewar and thelr axcavation
will throw further ight on this cutture  Thess Late Stone Age hunters ssem to
have coms Into Mawar from outslde for there is no evidence of a hnk betwsen
their culture and the preceding Middlie Stone Age  Similantes of this culture
exast in north Gujaral. Itk posuble that the Bhils, Minas and other wibal
peapla of Mewar ars descendants of these hunting peoples of the Late
Store Age

The First Farmers

Around 2000 B C. oralittle earfier the first sgricuttural
appeared in Mewar Thase people practisad taming and animat hu;b?:d:nyu#;
founded the first villages many of which have been occupled by man ever
tince The food producing economy of thess villages made In ime the genaration
ot suplus possible This suplus could support spocisilst craftsmen ke
metaismuins.  cupenters, etc. Thus slowly econoty becams mors diversified
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Theso Istar Bagoreans slso buried their desd within 1heir settemont
But they kept the bodies in a flaxed position with lags end amms folded es in
» sleeping posture, The orientation of the dead was either south eaat notth west
of sast west. Thay kept slong with the dead body a variety of offerings. These
include groups of clay pats ( lly obviously containing food and water)
matal tools. omaments of stone and bone and also large chunks of meat now
surviving es bare bones  In one case a complte necklace of thirty five beads
was found on the neck of the skeleton. Another find with the same burlal was s
tetracotta spindle whor of plano—convex shape with a frieze of punctured
wangles on the flat surfece.  This chaicofithic (coppsi and stone using
culturs) came to an end around the middle of the first millannium B C. with
the introducton of iron

But another and mote truly farming cutture had also come into  existence
in Mewar towards the beginning of the second millennium B C This culture
12 kown to us largely from excavations on the mound ol Dhul Kot near Aher
village asuburb #f Udsipur and to some extent from the site of Gilund on the
river Banas in dmstrict Chitorgarh This cutture which we call Ahar cutture from the
site of that name 1# known from nearly fifty sltes in Mewar Most of them
are concantratad on the Berach and Banas rivers In Udalpur and Chitorgarh
districts but they extand esstward into Bhilwara Ajmer and Tonk districts along
the Banas and her uibutares, Thess people ceom to have come lnto Mewar

from Malwa where thers I3 evkisnce of farming settements at a slightly
earller date

The Aharian villages were of substantial sizes. occupylng seversl acres
of ground  The houses were made of mud walls on stone foundmion. There
is evidence alsc of the use of mud and kiln bunt bricks and of large, complex
structures at Gilund.  Thase people cultivatad fice and st & later stage also
mifiet  they domesticaied cettla Quat, sheep dog and pig. They supplementad
thelr food by hunung fishihg and fowling as there is evidence of the bones
of deer fish and birds from Ahar

One respect in which the eary fuming culture of Ahar differs from tha
chaicafithic culture af Bagar as well as fiom other chalcolthic cultyres ot
Indie by the completa ebsence of a blade tool Industry  Since stone blades
suppllad the components of most of the cutting. resping and hunting tools
In chalcofith c cuitires  their sbsenca at Ahar and relatsd sites implies that
Ahsrians had adequate supply of metal tools. Thers by evidence for this Infarance
{n the form of sevesal cobpst axws and a few bits of coppoer and mors particulerly
In the discovery of & fumece with ash and metal disp st Ahar  The Ahsnans
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thotofoto soom 10 have proctisod coppot motatturgy fiom tho star. inde @ th
avalability of copper ofes in tho Asavallis s lkely 10 heve bien the man
atiraction for earty colonisert of the tegion

The cetsmic industry of the Ahanans was welf devaloped and vatied One
of tholr wares ks known as black and rod ware because the vessels initere fried
in such & way that thuy are biack imude and on to (op of cutndo and 183 ovat
the rest of the cutside  The types in thus ware are  ainty boafs of many shapes
and stzes and occasfonafly fota fike vessofs and dishes the latter tometimaes on
stand. In the red slippad vanoty sgain hete aro soveral sup-wares one of which
bears a close simifarity to the Haseppan pottory v A3 fine clay compasiton.
uniform and good firing fine finish end tturdiness.  The range of vessals in the
red wares includes bowis and fota fike vessels. cooking vesssls and dishes snd
many kinds of storing vessats. {n the grey ware the range of types s smaller but
largety conforming to thet met with in red wares, One feature of Ahar patiery
which distinguishes it from the pottery of other contsmporary cultures is o
refative poverty of painted decoration in it On the other hand there s a grest
diversity and profusion of incisad «nd applique deswpns on Ahar pottery

Radiocarbon dates suggest a period of about 1800 B C. 1012008 C
for this cuitute Excavation and dating of other sites may probably reveal that thrs
culture lesiad till & tater date  Some of the poltery shapes and terraconta spindle
whaorts show close simiferity ta sites in fran and other countnes of Wastam
Asta  ttis therefore posabie that thesa eerfy agncuttural colontsers might have
bean ofginaly unmigrants trom iran

A of the chal hio cultures of Bagor and Ahat provickes
imetestng conchmions  Tha Ahanany wers tull fedged tarmers and had »
knowiedge of metllurgy  They wers colonsing a rw temiory and settling an
virgin ground At Bagor on the other hend an essentally hunting and lood
Quthenng pacpie wars sdoplng through a culture contaci a good producing
sconomy on & smail scale and toms other matanal trais of a food producing cu-
furre. itis an archaeological exampte of the process whermhy » umple gocsety s
dowty llated by & Y Mo ach o socey

Ths appearanca of Iron and the buginnings of historleal times

At Ahar tha copper talng faming culture 1s ovarial
which lron tools weie in usa  Seals bsarng Brahm) nu:pt:vmmr ke
colns dats this occupation 1o 2nd 3rd cantury heloce the

Age setllsment s00m3 to have coms into axistence onfatan era The lron

ssveral centuriey afisr the
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and of the previous sottiement. At Bagor on the other hand, the chalcolithic
culture slowly gave way to an lron uslng one.  Microfiths hars continued to be
ued evan after the Introdugtion of Iron. thus demonstrating how primitive
communitles tsnd 10 be conservetive evan in  matters of technology  Iran tools
found Inolude one socketad arrowhead and one tanged emowhead  Pottsry of
this pstiod ks all wheelmada and some of its forms sre closely comparsble
1o those occutding st many northem eitss from 4th cent. B C. onwardy
The Iron might thersfore have been Introduced at Bagor around 600 B C.

By this tims sattled willage lifo was wsll estsbilshed in Mewar In the
30th century B C, the town of Madhyamika (modemn Nagari near Chitar) was in
exstenca and in the following century we find colns of Sibl Janeped being
Incised hete  Inacriptions speak of Asvamedha and Vahpeya sacrifices baing
performed here about the same tims By sacond contury B C thersfore Mawar
had devaloped stable political unity and from here on the cultural story of Mewar
balongs to the domaln of history proper

N V Mibra



early sculptural art of mewar

The antiquity of fine arts in Mewar can be pushed back towards
the beginning of Ahar Culture datable to sbout 2000 B C. Excava
tions at ahar (near Udaipur) have thrown a flood of ight on anclent
ceramic industry and st of painting on  earthen pots at such an
earty date  The entre material ls now pressrved in the Archasological
Mussum st the site Itsel!  (tis very much regratied that no stone of
olay humen figurine worth refarence but for a few hand made pleces
of the proto historia period has thi now besn discoversd or excavated
at Ahar
Bungs Perlod

wo are equally In darkness about the plastic arts of Mewar tlll the
Sunga perlod, though a number of punch-marked copper coina
datable to the Mauryan period, have besn picked up from Ahar and
Nagarl,  Madhyemika (16 present Negarl distant about8 miles
from Chitor) was the seat of 8ibl republic dunng this perod a
currenoy issued from this place refers to 81bl Janapada. The famous
Brahml Inscrmtions from Nagan bear testimony to the existenca of a
masslve structure dedicated 1o Samkarshana Vaeudeva {or which an
enclosure was built there by Sarvalata towards the second first

century B C Some scholars fes! that the caivingy of Knshna and Bala

deva worshipped st Nagan wers in the forn of woodan statuss
which got destroyed (n dua counts of ume or they were engraved on
stone slabs such &3 the Ayagapatas found in Mathura region  But
thus does not appear to be very reasonable because that was tha age
when (ife-size stone mages of Yakshas and even Baladeva were

chissfied In the vianity of Mathura end its viciruty  Moreovar stons
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was svailable In sufficient quantjty &t Nagari Itseit It fs then no wonder that
stones images of the above Vaishnava divinitles were carved for worship In the
Narayanavatika of Madhyamika 1t appears that all the contemporary mmages at
ths place got damaged because of the imvasion during the Mughal period or even
sarller  Excavations at Nagerl also btrought to light a few Sunga temacotta
figurines, including soms moulded plaques of goddeas Vasudhara holding
two fish in one of her outstratched handa a3 als0 in the contemporary finds from
Mathura and Rairh (near Tonk)

Kushana Perlod

Vary fittle fa known abaut the sculptural artof Mewar during the eaty
canturies of Christian Era Excavations st Ahar ylelded a faw fragmentary
terracotia plaques such = potbsilied Kubers or Ganapati. femals dancer femals
torso  and votive tank pleces, now exhibited In Ahar Mussum

Qupta period

The Yupa Pillar Inscription of V S 282 (265 §6 A. D) from Nandasa
{rear Gangapur Bhilwara) bears testimony to the performance of Vedic rituals
in the reglon. It rofers to the worship of a number of Brahmanic delties though
contsmporary statues theraof have not been discovered go far  Nagar of course
continued to remain a centre of Valshnavism during the post Kushana perod,
The fith century inscrption from thia place and now in Ajmer Mussum, refers to the
constriiction of a structure dedicated to the Feet of Vishnu while 8 later
epigraph testifles to tey construction of a Temple dedicated to Manoratha
Svaml A Brahmanlo structure with an earty form  of stone Slihara appears
to have besn comstrucled at Nagar during the b Bth century AD A few
1 including the flutted laka can sfill be seen at Nagard The
temple was provided with a crocodils sheped Pranala for the ocutlst of
ascred water from the main shrine A number of sculptural pleces. carved in the
art of 6-8th contury ard presstvad at tha site bear close effinity with contempo
rary Torana pieces from the nelghbouring reglon of Dasapura (Mandasor)
The Nagari torana pillws present carvings of mithuna figurss the hotlzontal
stone fintel I8 divided into several panals and present numerous detslls of the
Kiratarjuna theme. Thess are quite preclous sculpurss in the matm of Indlan
et (tlson this(intsl that we come across one of the earllest represanta
tions of dancing 8lva thus hesring connections with contsmporary Gupta
sculptures from Bhumara Nachans Kuthars Deogarh etc. This ls the
sariiest ‘Natara]a In tha plastic art of Rajasthan

More than 50 years ago Dr D R Bhandarkar had excavated a brick templs
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at Nagari A number of Gupta erracotta plaques studded on the extorfor of this
structure have bosn recovered
The sams are of 3 types.

(8) Moulded bricks with human busts.
(b) ammals in profile
{©) {loral decorations

Some of the human hgurines deiineated thereln, may be identfid with
characters in the sanrical piays (Chaturbhanas) In fact they have nothing to
do with Gresk art. Such clay plaques were manulactured at s number of
Gupts sites in Indin, including the onesin the famous reglon of Suratgarh
Henumangarh in Bikaner drvision of Rajasthan. A few Gupts temracottas from
Nagaeri are now presarved in the Deccan College at Poona  while the major
collection may be studied in the Rajputana Museum at Ajmer

Sculptural tradions ssem to have been protusely encoursgedin the
tegions of Udalpur and Dungspur during the b—8th centurles A.D  thus
beating closs affindty in style with contemporary specimens from Samala]i and
Devanimori in Idar State My exploratory tours In the vicdnlty of Jagat, Tanesar
and Katyanpur In Udalpur dutrlot have confirmed the truth of this statoment.
Siva-Sakt! cult was st s height during this penod and & number of indepandent
Mutrike statues wers carved out of the local gresn sh blys schist, popuylarty
known s Parsva  Aindn end headless Ambike statuss from Jagat ars now
preserved in Pratep Museum ot Udaipur  The collections of M B Collegs.
Udeaipur are equaily nch in contemporary sculptures from Kalyanpure they include
two statues of standing Siva and a Naga Nagi couple  But moat important
ate the schist atatues which | happened 1o study .af Taneswar distant about 3
miles from Pashad, In datrict Udalpur  Basides an earty Ganapatl bust. this
group Includes an fmags of two amed Skanda, hokling a spesr in his right
hand end & cock In the left  The other Images are thogs of mothers each
eccompanied by a child and provided with a halo betund her head. The child
hy depicted on the srm.  near the leg of the mother in varlous playfud poses and
even suckied by the mothor with both her hands. The utter absance of any

Thes enables uy 10 suggest,
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Maon God Chandra on the axtarior of sanctum Sun Temple
at Chitor Bth cantury



Amdr as a Mother from Jagat greenish
blue sekist Udslpar Museum b 6th
century

Oancing Qanesh in Chatwa pote 18th century
Ambrka Temple at Jaget




Afazakanys (Sura Sunda
Ambika Tempie at Jagat

10th Century



Warttanda Bhairava composite form of Sva
snd Sun  exteror of « muniatwe shrne (S
€ahu Temple at Negds) 10th century

A Unlque Image
Trres Headed Saktt of Vakuntha Bijpolan
B4 Iwara District 12th century
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the Imaga of two stmed and standing Lakulise is gquits snteeesting  them
wo find him actuslly catrying astatl (lakuta) 1n his hand  This typs of
Stva Lokulish imagies are v ry fow In eatly Indion art and ahe of tha four armad
varioty Is prosetvod in tho ccipoffice of O G A. at Ctitor fort tuslf

Mot Imposing of all tho ewrly medianrval tomp! 3 nf Mavariy the
Kalkka Msta Templo at Chitar fort  in fact a structu-e dedi~ated to Sud
it was constructed as oarly as tho Bth contury A O Thu s very v~ con
firmed by ity sculptural weslth also  Tho tomplo has got & provistan of or
cumsmbulatory path, to go round the main sanctum.  Tho principal extsnof
niches of the sanctum presarve Surya toliofa wherein the main daity |Is seated
on a cheriot driven by Arun and yoked with seven horses.  This reprecen
iation i to ba seen st abovo the door lLintel of the sanctum as wall  The
images al hone hoaded Arving, on both aidos  ae equally imponing and
so aho that of Chandra (Mocn) on the right exteiierniche  Here Chandra
figutes as ore of the Dikpalas in strct soce wath early traditn 8
crescent mark behind his back ts very very prominent  {n tact such indepondent
carvings of Moon God ere not very frequent in indien scufptute  The images
on the outer exterioc niches of this Sun Temple at Chitor are airly well preserved
noteworthy behind the one deplcting churning of Ocean and studded on the
left side.

A few yesrs back | noticed an satly mediweval relis] under worshlp st
Dhod. distant about 8 mues  om Jehezpur 1n Bhitwaras a1 i He e Baladeva
and Knthna sppear ea sestsd st endants of goddest Gaja Lakshmi a3 also in the
contamparery status discoversd by me at Amphera near Dungarpur Al thesa
apecimens depict the Ekanamsa sspect of Lekshmi ;i & enghtly differant
manner  They bearclass stfinity wath sculpurres from Eltora in the Deccan,
whers the sttendant aviniues are shown standing on bath sides of goddess
Lakshr

Mediasvai Perled

Mawar [ equally rich 1n mediseval sculptures datable from 10th to 14th
contunes A.D AU Ahar juslt we can widy a number of Brahmanic and Jain
wmples, dstable to 10-11th centries A D The Gangodbhada Funda of Ahar
w33 probably built duning the regme cf Bhartribhatts, the Guhila ruler of Mewar
A number of scufptures studded Into various niches of thi tank
charming  The Chamunda nearby carries a tuh in one
Paramara art of Aithuna and Chandravatl Aby this
in Mowwr Thasa-called Mira Terole batund the

e quits
ol her hands a3 inthe
reting to Tantric tralts
Polics postat Ahar may
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ba d1ed to the 10th century the back partion pressrves interasting retiels
such us atealing of butter by Knshns black smiths at work snd shopkeepet
(grocor) welghing with s scale  All these stone rakels have gotan important
besang an the socis! and matenst Lls of Mewar during the 10th century
Equally imposing 1s the Sun Temopis at Tusa (noer Daroli) and Vishnu Temple
of Panchayantana vanoty at lswal on way to goqunde botn In distdet Uda pur

The medineval and fate mediacval temples at Nagda dmtant about 14
miles from Udaiput eis slip worthy of note  The {amous twin 1emples of Senn
and Bahu ptesarve very elegant architectural snd Iconoaraphic detuts of late
10th and early 11th centunas A. D On tho plilars of sabhamandapa of Sesa
temnls at Napda s1o catved Ramayana sconos  the door Jambs pressrvs thres—
heated vishru (Velkuntha) 2 eimlar tetief appears on the feft exterior niche
whule the nght exienor niche of sabhsmandspa pressrves an elegant carving of
Gajandra mokshs  Tho back niche of 8 mimnature thrine at the back has
got a kovaly ralief depicting the Marttadda Bhairava form i e blending of Gurya
& Slve In ane form the seated doity Is provided with a crown on the head and
& coat of mail of Surya an tha chest, the weapons carrled [n four hande iaclude
two lotus flowers of Sunwhile the trident and the skull crowned mace sre
Salva emblems. it should be considared as one of the most Interesting
syncratic Images In Indlan art.  The Pratap Museumn at Udaipur  has also
acquired a statue whereln the standing deity depicts the blandmg of more than
two divinities of the Brabmanie pantheon,

The mediaeval temples of Chauhan art at Menal end Bijolian In district
Bhulwara still preserve immaensa sculbtural weshh of Mewar and datsble to the
1Zth century  Ona female swstue from Bilian i3 of courss quite unique in
indian i W becaute it the three—hsaded femals counter
part of Valkunmtha Vishnu the central face of the Goddots s that of a
barse while the aide fsces are thoss of a boer and a lion. A mals statue of four
ssmead varery 1s of counss presssved Inthe chicls office et chitor fort bt no

other femate relist or carving of the goddess in this particular form, i svailable
st the present momant,

What athilil tohave a look at the Ambika Temple at Jagat—the
Khajuraho of Rajasthan | The temple distant about 27 miles from Udalpur
8ppeats to heve besn bullt towards the early part of 10th century one of Iy
pillars. bearing & cats aa V § 1017 probably referas 1o some rennovation
work inthe temple The extenon of the templa at Jaget ate profusaly studded
with elegant retisfs comprising of Durga-Ambika In varied espects, Dikpales and a
rumber of female flgures in different moods and poses. From the point of
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view of workmanship tholr eristic quality 3 @ nta high, they erstnafnter s
sculpturel matonal tha themas are of course quite tradiional a3 in most of tha
medisevel templas 8t Khn ufalio and other placos, From pamnt of viow of
iconography also somo of tho roliofs a1 Jagat ate quite iImpontant such 8 =~

(a) Mahishamardini Durga 1n tho extenor niches of the man anctum ard
the pranala mandapa  Tho roliaf  fow an 1t ¢ main back riche of
sanctum, even deoplets & parrot perched to the ot of goddae  Flahi
sha uardinl and thus recalls the Bukaprlys Amblka sipcct of the
devi

(b

Nerayani Durga 16 Valshnavl seated over a human corpse teliet
on the extenor lower pert of the man sanctum.  Tho goddos camos
el the embloms of Vuhny but for & human comp o as nes vehicle
This is quite unusual In Indian iconography

(c) Mahishamardinl fighting with the Bull demon the latter (s shown
in full human form and that 11 very unusus!

(d) Varshl on the doorjemb of entrance porch  He e shs cames a fish
in ona of her hands recaling the Tantrika sspect of the goddess.
This trait fs alo to be seen n dancing Varshi on Prauhara Matnka
tintel from Abanerl. datable to the late Bth cantury

(e) Duncing Ganess 1n Chatura pose inthe sabhamandap of Ambika
Temple at Jagat. 12 one of the few etegantstatues ot this partcutar deity
The Chatura po1e  very wpoang and upususl or Ganess though
we do come across this in case of dancing Virabhadra Siva on
Absnel panel now 1n Jaipur Mussym.,

The scubptwral traditions of Mawarkept alve during the subsequent
pertods s well.  The regune of Maherana Kumbha witnexsad great actmity in
the realm of psinting scuipture and arctutscture A number of skifled sthapatis
and Mmesons were given state-patronage at this  stage. Noteworthy are twop
{families, one of Jaita and his eons who wese incharge of construction WoIke gt
Chitor Including the femous Tower of Fane ie Kirttistambha at Chiter
it stll stands a3 a store-hause of contsmporary sculptwres of this region

a Mand. and his 1ol ppear to have besn quite active |

Udafpur and Kumbhalgsth & was probably under therr instructions that y
P sdifices at Exalingan and Kumb garh came mmm;ana
Mandana s SUCCEIROTS appear 1o have participsted, from tims to tme i swar
and architectural actrvities 1n Mewar Including the builds " seupturel
ng of Nauchaukl and
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Rajasamudra dam, nesr Kankroll  All thds s confirmed by contemporary
cpigraphs and sculptural romains as woll  The Jagdish temple at Udsipur
pretervos for us a rich varlaty of 17th century sculptures of tho regionand s0 ks
the casa with carved pillars and cellings of Nauchsukl at Rajassmand. In fact
Mowar has to contnbute 8 [ot to the growth of fino erts In India Including the

and of diff perfods. Tho rich tradition ot preparing
rmuldod toracotta plaques is stlll pressrved by the potters of village Molela, near
Khamnot In Udaipur district

R.C Agrowal



society and culture in medieval mewar

The history of the soclety and culture In medieval Mewar Is of
Qreater interest and mportance than the palitical events, fulf of
Intrigues, murdars and military compaigns  For us to-day the psople s
history has a great charm and utillty  But the tsak to construct such
a history Is not an sasy one  The sources lor anatysing 1t are indead
moagre.  Some Incl from le3  Inscriptions
archival smsets, sculptures and paintings aro of some valus 13 arnve
atthe facts of the matier

8oclial structure

The Meharanas of Mewar wore at the spex of the socisl organi
sation  Beflef inthe subfime punty of thewr descent from Sun and
Rema, and in the missions they ware called upon to fulfil gave
to the rulers o sense of salf respoct. They enjayed a great falth
among thelr people  The words they uttersd. were taken to have
descanded from Shrea Mukh., the pious mouth and thelr parson
was dignified a3 Bhree]l a grest being  Bapa, Khumman, Kumbha

swanjl of God Eklingay the

This preaupposss an absance
of egolsm, arbitretion ang absolutsm  The rulan Identiliod them

Ohty  They were the chisf exsct
"ﬂ*ﬂrvtndﬂnhdldWamhomyofﬂnmu. ot Vo the
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The Maharanas loved to have simpls dwellings conshsting of a few sets
of rooms of the most ordinury dimension. fres from show and supsrfiaity
Maharana Kumpha, who happened to be & great conquator of hisage hada
tnanaion st Kumbhatgarh free from ostentations and dacoration of orlemtal type
Whila as a great architsct ha constructed Qigantic forts, towaers, the public
works unrivalled in the history of the wotld  Even the palaces of Rana Amar
Singh and Raj Singh though influenced by the Mughs! architectural designs
and styls, are |asy artistic and docorative than the Amber palaces of the same
petiod  The basic almplicity and chasuty of the dwelling places was & specis-
Lty of the Sisodlas of medisval timea,

Wo natice the sams stanadard of simplicity In dress and diet of the Maha
fanes. though ltwas of 2 standard suited tothelr offices. Of coune, on
festive occasslons and roys! darbare thelr food and dress wers rich and costly
Aftar 1t e Mugha! impact the celebration of fastivals took to the Delhi pattam.

Next inrank to the Maharana were the nobles who enjoyed special
honour and privilleges, which never fall to the lot of the common peopls.
Within thelr jegus thay were ml Mah ded upon by allthe
dscorums  power end prestige  enjoyed by the rulers of the State. But the
exstence of an organised feudallsm was e boon to thesge. Tre patiotio
nobles ware always ready 10 lay down their lives for the gloty of the ruling
dynasty snd the countty This Insutution, though a negation of politicsl
authority eisewhere wes one of the most powerful institutbon in - Mewsar  The
powerful nobility was an ever flowing stream of atrength and could supply
the noed of war at & minute s call

Both the kingship and the nobility had w seraglio of hundreds of women,
supervised by aapocisl staff of female officers and attsnded upon by mald
servants attached to this office.

The nobles In Mewsr wete a powerful factor to be counted in all mattars—
political and milltery  The guarding of the fort af  Chitor by Udal Singh, during
Akbars inveslon, was In accordance with the general opinfon of the maln
Sardars of Mewar  The dethronement of Jagmal and the Inatailations of Pratsp
are the examples of the effective authority of the nobles wishes.

But thess conditions could not hold good under sll circumatances, The
flowrer of Raput chivairy which was engaged in war for about several hundred
years could not go on fighting for ever and betrayed slgns of decay even ln
the time of Pratap  Some notable desertions such as those of Sekts, Jagmal,
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Sagit and Moygh Bingh proved banatul 19 413 clote  Tha proangs) woli e
also ted to thy dmuu~tizn o tha sble warnx ard at=nstraim s vHh
adversely alloctad the fuhng €lass 879 the osnaeal puna. o «a Al Hy
Singh we notico a kind of ganorat deenarstion in the fighting clats of Hlasyt
which ultimataly could not oller thm desited oppanition 17 tha wanton a33r* 10
of tho Martathas who frcoly tavaged their country ard drained the (o ourced
ot the state  The weaknass of the lator Rania alio anabted tha fewtil ve 33lt
10 #3tablish potty depolism, in the latet diys deptrving the paasant proprietars
in whom Mewasr abounded, of theur hoteditary 11gh1s 1nths land. Tha entre
structure began 10 show figns of losing its ago  hanoured u-atulness  Cansps

racles bogan 1o be hedged 1n tho minds of those who used to bo regirdsd 23
the trusted plitors of the State

Gradually in Mewat os el thete grew fafs of e tunds andol
ail grades from the Soles 1o Battisi and Patteyats to Bhomiyas in thelr
own way they ol within thoit region. d powoars of ap ¥ dent

princet Evan ong who had a bit of land. cultvated by peasants, cou.d’ provice
» horse which he todo to exercise s authotity

Below the nobles thera was, 83 middie class mainly consisting of the
merchants  Thay led smple and temperats lives  Only during festive occaslons
1hry o0k pride In showing off thelr wealth and Hmpressing upon thase who
were around them of their rich and luxurlous style of Iving  This was (the class
which camled on tve trade and and it nesded financed the
state  Thar main profession wes 8lso mohey lending  Sevaral famulies of
Nandwana Mahsjans camed trade and agnculture side by side in Mewar

As the merchants happensd to be rich. they became men of dsuncuon
They occupied loremost place in the Social hierarchy and displaved intellgence
and zeal In promoung the nterast o1 their famules age to from age They
wported a great stimulous 1o the couss of ther religion by subscnbing
thale waalth for construction of temples and ofganusing ocongregetion of fellow
religionists 1o bo hald &t vanous centres  As they wers reputed to be
Irdustdous  Intailigent and thnetty their services were also ullzed In the
adin Inistration of the stats and managing the finances. Thaugh valour was
not thefr special trait, they marked out thelr carest alao a3 Qensrals  Maharena
Sanga appointed Bharmal as the commander of the fort of Ranthambhors  His
two sons Bhama Shah and Terachand distinguished themsetves a3 great warrlors
and administrators  Both of them fought side by side with Maharana Pra
Bhama Shah and Tara chand 3001 1038 10 the pasttion of Pradhan and dm::
officer of Godwad respactively  Bhame Shah continusd to remaln Pradhan
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of Maharana Amar $ingh I, till he was removed from the position by death on
January 26 1600 Bhama Shah s son Jrwa Shah and his son Akhaya Raj held
the hereditary oftice of Pradhan in the reign ot Amar Slngh and Karan Singh
respectively

In the Social hissarchy the Brahmans played o vital tale They were
divided into & number of subsections such as Shrimalis Nagar Bhatimewaras
Sikhwal Gaut Sanadhyas. Dadhich Dashora Paliwals eic  Thess Brahmans
were engaged in both seculsr and religlous pursuits  Those Brahmans who
ciaimed moral and religious Isadership engaged themselves in helplng peaple In
pertorming religious sacrifices and domsstic ceramonies  Jhoting, Dhaneahwar
Bhatt and Dakshinamur were renowned for their learning and skill in officiating
at aacrificos and rellglous ceremanles.  Attanding to the dally servioes of worship
at tsmples of delties hed 2ko grown Into a professior.  Some of the leading
Pallwats wers the family priests to the chiefs of the state The Brahmins have
been chist astralogers and Kathe reciters of the Maharanas  Some of them held
important offices of the Master of cefemony kitchen superintendent and
offtca In cherge of mysl wordtoba  The Achatys famity weas reputed for Hta
proficiency In medicine for which it was adequately honoured

Asx war oondition was a gansral fasure in medieval Rajssthan, soms of
the Brahmans also took to military carest Purohlt Garbadas was a great military
general of Maharana Raj Singh One Madhusdan Bhatt was sant along with
Ram Singh Jhals 10 wait upon Sadullah Khan and dissuade him from his
dastructive designs against Chitor

Ax these Brahmans enjoyed considerabla local prestige owing to the
fact of their birth and also they were lsndowners, they regarded themssives
a3 the custodians of Hindu cuiture They abhored contsmination with
toreign blood #nd maintalnad ceremonlal purity The Brahmans of this category
are oven now found smong the Nagars, Bhattmewara  Avadichyas and
Srimalis who do not heve food cooked by a Brahman other than thalr own
caste A certsin set of Brahmany engsged themselves in sgrculture The

Srimali  Paliwal Menaria, Nagde and Khandelwal Brahmins were mostly
aglrcuhturists,

In the socko-political hierarchy Kayasthas had Important and Independent
rols  in Mewar Bhatinagsrs Pancholls and Mathurs have besn very prominent
in offering their services a3 administrators and warors. Pancholl Biharldas
ancestors occupled high potitlon in Mewar servica from the 14th century
onward  Pencholl Bhegchand wes a daring general of Jagat Singh. The
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membors of the Sshiwala family which had the privitage to aflix their slans
In the form of Sahl were the traditional loyal olticers of tho state, The
services of this claas was most useful in drafting and interproting tottars guing
to and coming from the Mughal court.

In betwean the soclal order of the Aamuts and the Brahmans there is
8 caste of the charans which lsed 8 great dtility and influence in
Mewer  As an equal pertner in war and peace his place was enviable. Many a
charans fought to thelr fastin the decistve battles of Mowar Some of them
heppenad to be composers of pocms and songs of herowo valour of the
actors in the fislds of battle  The Bhate dilterent from the Chatany, acted as
gsnealogists and conceined thamaelves about the padigree of families belanging
10 various castes.

The IHe of the classss engaged In crafts and agricuiture was harder
compared with the classss mentioned abova. They ususlly tolled for the upper
clsases and had bare necesmtles for thewr share. They had to undetgo forced
labour and had to bear the burdon of taxes impassd time and sgain  Of course
they had not to suffer from want of ordinary food and clothlg under normal
clrcutratances.  Thelr fate intimes of famine soarcity and war was not free
from misenss and sufferings  Aa regards pessants. they were not very happy
class of peopte  Their [ving conditfons and standard of living ware low
They weis generally the vicums of the oppressions of the Stata officera,
usually on tounng dutiss.

Soclal habhts and practices

Samskaras occupled a significant poartion in the socio-retigious Nife of
Mewar In honour of the birth of a chid grest repicings wers observed
v hich included songs and oatnbution of coconuts and other siicles. The
dwijas odurved the fis of initlation.  Mamage was alio respected as o
social obfigation Those dsys the manlages weare sxpenave on account of
the dowety snd neg system. and were & burden on the parents  Conssquentl
the birth of a female chid wes taken a3 an undomrable event Qu penodv
fias smole evdance of the fact that the kinga, courters  Sudras angd n,rombe
of woalthier class ware polygamous.  Though mamasge has all s iy
the fate of the women, who lost het husband  was patwic A Hind it
ufe tong decendence on the maly membaers, end het tubordlr: ) s
undaf young wives, nstumally subjscted her to a hard for. Am i
dotumems a'lio thiow sulhctent nght upon o practice xnown ::m:‘r:;m‘:
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which was so comwmon  Prastitution oxisted sids by side with potygenry and
widowhood duting the pertod under review

We havo numorous examples during this period of the practice of Sott
hrough which trom the princesses down to the comman women ladiss made
on ond of thair lives. The multplicity of Satl—slabs and palm tmprastions
of medleval timas which can be gesnin almost all the viflages and towns
of Mewar ahow that the tegulst ware  which Mewarhsd o wage gavaa
207t of stimulous 1o this syatem. Assoclated with the practice of Satl there
was another fte which Is called Jauhar through which the ladies made an
end of themsslves without walting for the death of thelr husband When
Bahsdur Sheh jhvacded  Chiter In 1836 AD  Reni Kermetl comnitted
Jauhar alongwith saverat tadies of the royal household and of nobles.
During the invaslon of Chitor In 1668 AD by Akbar jauhar was performed
a1 open spaces and near the houses in the fort.

The amusaments spoits and games also played an Impartant partin the
lite of both the rch and tre poor peoplke of Mewar Among Indoar games
gambling with dice was popular durfing our period There is a reference in
the Sarnath Insaription of Ahor ta blers who were required to offer
8 bagtul of monsy of their stakes for the maintsnance of the temple of Varaha,
Mandan in his Raj Vallabh hos recommendad the construction of & gambling hall
attachedtothe kings palacs Pictorial and classical sources of the period under
feview refer 10 a board game calisd chess or Shatranj Chaupar is anothert mpor
1ant indoor game which was ususily pleyed by two pertons at the qulet hours of
the night. Other indoor gsmes Charbhar Narcharl Govind Prama,etc, We have
ample depiction of wresting and baxdng in painting and sculptured art, which
shows that thess pastimes were cultivaisd as physical culture dunng the period
under review Thare are alia referencas ta anwmal {ights batween elsghants tgers,
teopards boars and bulls as favourts sports at the courts in Mewar  Mahamna
Amar Singh and Ra} Singh enjoysd fights batwesn thess animals. In scutptured
art 81 Raj Saruxita there are depicoon of vardous birds and  animals and their
fights  Hunting was & favourite smnusement of Kings and nobles of our perlod

The 2t of music formed a part of enterminment both for the rich and the
poor duning the pertod under revisw Maharana Kumbha was a great  appreciator
of the muscal art.  His commentatory of the Ghta Govind eand the work of
Bangitref are cutstanding instances of his proficiency in that branch The
themes of music and dance depicted In several panels of Kirtistambha, Jegadish
temole and others show that rght fom the court down 1o the villages peopla
could find time to enjoy and participate In singing and dancing.
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Tno observance of festvals in Maaar was a telmous ay woll a3 socrW
obligaton  The sight of tha pro~ession of Gangare hid alwis besn tFa
imposing and exhilarating sight at Udmpur  In He sat Dashora uiad 15 b4
celebrated in & magaificiont style by holding darbars recewviny nazars and
conlerring ranks end honour on desarving officars  On this occas on hor »s and
slephants ware brought for display  They wero duly washed snd  groomed
end decked Decotsted slephants and horses wara duly worspoed and  were
paraded 1n line fof reviaw  Actording to an old tradition the Maha anas used
10 move out from their pafaces to organiss on tha day of Dashera » campaign
agains thelr neighbours on the prataxt of the Aherfa hunt, Tha faaunf of
davall had a special mgniticance fot all classas and communibes  O! sl the
{eativals of galety Holl may ba sccounted as the mast popular of ths foivals
in Mewsr ss oisswhere Everybody big of tmall old or young pamcipated
In memry meking

Religlous Life

The epigraphic and llterary sources tesuly that the manifestation of
religiaus tife was qmbndied in Vedic belieft and practices Aans Kshetrs Sinah
and Maharana Kum bha wers reputed performers of Vedio sacrifices  They were
In vogue Among tha richer sections of tocwty siso. The worship of Shiva has
bean the faith of the Mahsranas and the people from time wnmemonal  From
the inscriptional  litarary and archrval records 1t sppears that lakullshe sect
was laily populsr  Other sects sssociated with Shalviam were those of
Semnayssins khakis siddes and nsgas. They had thait monastnes or
akharas at  venody places in Mewar Towards Shivasim the Maharanes ware
10 devoted that they took pnde in designating themsaiss as diwan}l and
{ooked upon the defty ea the real ruler of Mewar

From both srchasciogical end epigrephic evadences 1t ia clear that the
mother goddess was worstupped in Mewar in one form o another  The Bana
Mata was worshipped a3 a tamuly deity

Tne worshlp of Vishnu In varous forma and under soveral nemes dates
back 10 some centurles before the binth of Christ The Exlings Inscription
refers 1o the construction of & templs in honour of Owarkadhisha by Mokal
Krishna temples st Kadryan, Chitor and Eklinge were budt dunng tha 16th

emple  of Kumbhe Shyam st
Nathdwara and Dwarkadhish st
development of Vashnaviam of
and the ruled in Mewar were by no

Kumbhalgath  The coming of Snnathy to
Kankroll marked & turmng polnt in the
Pushumarga order in Mewar  The rulers
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maans less anthuslastio In the cause of Vaishnavism The name of Mira has
becoms immortal for the devotion to Krishna.

Pilgrimage also plsyed an important role [n the religlous lite of the
Hindus of Mewar  Paying homage and wistting pligrim places has been regarded
»s an act of religlous duty and medt Thousands of Mewarls performed
pligrimages 1o Gaye Gomtl Dwarka Haridwar Mathura Badrinath Onkamath
during the period of our review  In Mewar itself thore ware pligrim centres at
Gadboe Dhulev Bigod. Sinhad Kankroli and Matri Kundlyan whers thousands
of peapls from Mewar and outside affered their homage to the shrines located
at these cantres-every year

Education

From the inscnptons and literary wotks of our period we notice that
Mewsr never legged behind in the progrees of lsaming during this pediod
The perlod under review saw the revival of Sanskrt literature In Mewar
in the Nath Inscription there Is e reference to Kushika and other Munls
who possessed a vast knowlsdge of several shestras  Amer Kavl was a
composer of 1y (nseription The Chirva  Inscription of 1273 records the
names of saveral Jaln Acharyas who wwe great scholars among whom
Parashwachandra was the chlef compoasr of the taxt. The wiiter of the Chttor
and the Achaleshwar Inscriptions was Veda Sharma of great Intslligencs,

The tradition of the past was upheld by several suthors of our period of
whom Maharane Kumbha was & great scholar and post. He was well versed
inthe Vedas S8mritls Mimamsa, Nays, Rajnitl Upanishads, Tarka and
Sahttyn. He was famillar with Karnateki Maharastri and other langusge
His commentary on the Qita-Govinda is s testimony to the wide command
that he had over Sanskrit prose and postry  Several works on musio like the
Sangitra] the Sangit Mimamsa, the Sudprabandha, the Rasikpriya and the
8angita Ratnekar have been escribed to hm Mandan, Govind, At and
Meahesh wers the reputed writers of Kumbhas age

Maherana Ralmal who was also a petron of leamning honoured
Maheshwara  the composer of the Eklinga Prashastl by offering him the
title of poet laureate of his court.

From the reigon of Amar Singh a distinct blas in favour of the study of
Sanskrtt s kceab The A of Pandit Jiwadhar Is an edmi
exposition on the art of witiing poetry and Is blended with the historical facts.
The Amar Bhushan s uestise on Astronomy shows that study of this
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btanch was not noglocted During the roign of Jagat Singh I Sanskrit langusge
geams to have bean widely studled Among the numsrous works produced
during Jaget Singhs reign the most note worthy are the Jagat Simhastaka
by Mohan Bhatt the Jagat Simhakavya by Roghunath and the Jsgannath
Ral Prashast] by Lakshmt Nath  which  though primarlly meant as fiterary
placss of excellent metncal devics are useful for furmshing historical details
of the Renas tims  This bias graw topidty until the reign of Raj Singh gavo
It further momantum with the result that the age witnassed som3 of the finest
production of Sanskrit

The greatest nama amongst the poats of the age of Ra) Singh s that of
Ranchhoda Bhatt, the celebrated writer of the Amar Kavya and tha Rajpra
shastl Mahokavya, a3 an 1nd d snd corrobarative authonty on the
history of Mewar  Both these works are remarkable historicat Kevyas posse
ssing elsgance and suparhness of style. Nextto him s Sada Shive an in
habltent of Banares who came 10 Mewar where according to bum the Musim
power had not yet overwhelmed the Hindu culture and whete thera was fres
scops for his talent to shine. His work, the Rajratnekar is & distinguished
historical wock  amd though wntten in an exaggerated manner 1s a fine
speciman of gracetul style in Sansknt Another work. the Rajratnakar by
Dhund: Raj deals with the methods of testing precous stones. The RaJ
Simhastaka by Mukand another literary piece reveals the perfecton of
grace of diction and metre attained by that age

Among the posts of Hindl Rajasthani tchool the first name 13 that of
Man Kavi who wrote the Ra] Vilas, 8 poetoil work in the flowsry styls
glving the story of the explofts and adventures of Aa) Singh ¢ time

it was during this psnod of peace that pubiic intersst was diverted
towards focsl songs  pertaining 1o the war ke glory of the heroes of
Mewsr  Shyam Gopal Das Dudavat, Rama Ashiya, Jogodas Achatdas, Jeta
Mahiyeria  Sadumal, Man Singh Ashrva, Jeth Ram Dadhivadia and Kesu
were the poets who potiessed a nch and Howsry styls and deterve 10 be read
with great interest.  From the point of view of history they afford an inexhaus
tible stare of facts, which though mixad up with a (ot of unhistorical legandary
matter  have an indlrect value of their cwn

The d of V ]
this period, deserves » brief nouce We come across a lasge number of

Vamshavatls or works on gereslogies compiled dun,
ng the They
generally Briof  yat preserve seversl  traditiona) nun‘:u o,fmﬂ‘;d hlntorym:;

In Mewari pross dur 20
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Mowar The most important of them are the Suryavamsh Tawarlkh
Vamshavali Vamshavall Ranalinl Sisod Vamshavall etc.

While Sansikrt and Mewari had manopolised literature  Persian language
fiourished in official comespondencas  volumnious ary Cf d
of the period shows how the elegant and ofmats stylo of the Mughals was
adopted In the fetters that were sentio the Mughsl coutts The introduction
of Partian In stets consspondence influsnced tha coutt vocabulary In which
marny Parslan words bscame common and are In existenca to thrs day

Art of Painting and Architacture

During tus period Mewar developed its own art of painting I the
evoluton of Mewar palnting the Jain minlature paintings of [llustrated
manuscripts  of the 13th to 15th centuries exercised 8 wide and profound
influence By the end of tha 16th century the school entsred & new phase during
the time of Rana Pratap and Rana Amar Singh. Some Ragini and Bhagswat
palntings were exscutsd at Chavand In or sbout 1605 AD The Mughal
contact alsd influenced the Mewarl Xalam A new impstus was glvern to
the art by Karan Singh I wha erected the Chhotl Chitra Shall at Udaipur palecs.
decorated with secular and religious pictures and portraits in which the art,
thaugh dally Hindu in ch revesls { ton of the Mughal
style  Gradually the vigorous and spontansous Rajput Kalam yislded to
the fantasuc colouring of Shah Jahans time and the Badi Chitm Shall of
Sangram Singh II 1 full of specimen of this flordd painting

This period bhound by the forces of religion and pemonal taste  led 1o
the growth of & style of archhtscture distinct In Mewar It appropilated to
the heautitul Guiadl style which vieldad some of the finest bulldliogs of
Medieval Mewar The best specwmens of this stylo are offered by the
Kirnstambha Ranakpur temple and Mira s tample marked by supsrb sculptural
decorations  Next stage shows the Iindomitable influance of tha Mughal
style. Tha contact hetween the two races influenced the Rajput architecturs
to 8 great extent. The earliest trace of auch influence ks to bs found in some
of the palaces bullt by Amar Singh llke Amar Mahal and Sadpal  Of counse
{n these pataces the influsnce of the Mughal srch ) ideas b8 noticeabk
only In matters of damii and not in the conception of achrtectural techniques.
The modified arches profuss decoration and omamentation of plllars and stons
laticos distinguish these constructions from the simple structure of Udal
Singh at Moti Magri and the gigantic edifice of Pratap at Chavand. His
succesyor Ketan Stigh who had many occesions to observe the Mughat
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srchitecture bullt Moti Mahal Manik Chowk, Zsnane Mahal and Dilkhush Mahal
imide tha main palaces st Udalpur Ths fine workmanship and tha use of
polished marble approwmate them 1o the Mugha! ar.  The palaces and
gardsns lat ) out by Jsgat Singh end Raj Singh with a full dispfay of fountains
and domed chambers «te balliant specimens of the aisimifetad style

But this fusfon of tha Reput and the Mughal art in the royal srchitecturs
did not mean the displecement of the indrgenous art  The temple of Jagannath
Aal st Udafpur built by Rana Jagat Singh in 1851 AD gt the costof hfteen
[akts of rupses for instance 1s a remarkeble structute of vigorous indigenous
srchitootural  and  well designed sculpture It Is a Lwing monument of
unsurpassed enginoening skl Similardy  the Nowdhauki constructed by Bana
Raf Singh betwsen 1662 and 1676 at Ralnagar is a fins edifice bresthing
paacs and slegence  The parfection of Its proportion  haymony of its designs
and minute carving of Its figures makes it almast a rival 1o the Delwsra 1smple
of Abu or the Sas Bahu temple of Nagda

Economlo Condition

On the whols In Mewar there prevailed peosperity and plenty  Winle
describing the land 0! Madpat [Mewar] with hily sumoundings. ths sulhor
of tha Achlsshawra Inscription says that 1t 13 an aboda of everything that s
pesuliful In the world. The winer of the Eklinga Inssriptlon comoborates
this view by stating that it excels paradise itseif ang that ns splendour has
deprived all other cties and citzens of the pnde of their gloty 11 13 true that
the description given by thesa wiiters suffers from hyperbolical delineation the
{ocation of Mewar withun the river system of the Banas Kheri Bedach Xothen
att.. made it the chief nucteus of awifization A large number of towns,
situated wittun the aflvial zone of these rvers becams the cenues of
population and prospersus mart of the region.

Though the roads feading to the interfor of the country weiz not ¢o
encounsging Mewar never sutfered from the want of communlcation  Chitor
Shilwars, Ahar Delwara, et ware on main routes of trade and travel Thers
wete cleardy defined Inos i which waveilers and merchants could pass thelr
nights In comfort tre4 fram the feeling of Insecunty The road building and
inn building a~tmities wh ch wera traditional to the Hindys were followed by
1ha tulers and tha chantadle pesple of the land, A brdge which was built at
Chitar by Alasddn Kiwin of course 15 serve iy military eng provad banaficiat
13 thve peopia 8t [3rga for transpoct gnd comTumcation for  generayons, ’
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The agrcuttural produce of Mewar 8s 8 whole did not differ from what Is
to-day except for the newly introduced stutf and vegitebles. Wheat, gram, maize
puisas, rice and hemo wets sown In Mewar  The method employed in agricuk
ture was nearly the seme as we find to day The cultivators condition. as
asasssed from the number of taxes and cesses they had to pay was subjected
to oppressive exaction. Similarly the Bahukara led to the accumulation of
peatents Indebtedness. The position of the landless cultivators was no less
awkward, This was not a novelty in Mewar [t was the abject stats from which
the tillers of sol! everywhers in Indla suffered

In Mewar as alsewhere craftsmanship was hoteditary  Cloth-making was 2
widely spresd and important industry The people Hving In reglon bf Chitor Ahar
and Akola were export In printing, while Bhitware Bigod Ami region was well
known for metal work. Wood work was a speciality of Kherad area  On ecco-
unt of the growth of the capital town iron work, leather work, gun work. became
& epaciality st Udalpur  Refined work In metsls and stones In genera! and
In gold and sitver In particular developed in towns of importance.

However the normal trend of the peacsfu! ife enjoyed by the people of
Mewar was graatly distrubed on aocount of war and famines which wers so
common during the days ot dovastation The repsated Invasions of the Turks,
the Mughats end the Marathes affected the economic vitality of Mewar
The campalgns against them were very costy Ouring the Akbars inveslon

of chior 30000 livas were [ost. The Mughals  the Marathss and the
Plndarles, all had imposed on the princes and the people the obligaton
to contnbute regularly to thelr coffer The f{requency of famines also
causad great distress to the publio at farge

G N Sharma
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forts of mewar

Mewar the heroic land of Rajput chivalry has & number of
forts The history of these ls full of romantic deeds. Among these
Chior Mandalgarh and Kumbhalgarh are very famous

The fort of Chitor I3 in fact, a standing monument of the Rajput he-
olsm and sacrifice for freedom t is sltusted 67 miles away from Udaipur

The recent archasological resesrches have gons to show that the
bank of the river Gambhiri over which the celebrated fort of Chitor
stands had bean the abode of the early man of Rajasthan. Dunng Eprc
perlod Nagarl tha place 7 miles away from Chitor had bean asaat of
learning  Nagen was aiso Invaded by the Gresk invador Demetruis

History

It1s very difficult 1to sscertein the exactdate when this fort was
originally built, According to the waditions prevaikng in the area
Pandavas visited Chutor and Bhim constructed soma paits of the fort.
But the existing comstruction was completed by Maurya king
Chitranganda in order 1o check the inroads of Huns Mars
etc. Bsppa Rawal was the fint Gshlot ruler who acqulred
the fort from Mauryas. During the raign of Khuman I 1t was invaded
by the Rasirakuta King Govind II and the sams was occupied by
some king Ohami Varaha for some ume  Later on Gahiots of Mewar
regained It For some years |t also r I under the s i
of the parmans of Malwa Chalukyas of Gujrat and Sonagaras of
Julore.  The brave Gahlot rulers like Jota Singh, Tej Singh and
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Samar Singh successfully resisted the vanous invasions. During this tme
Chitor bacame 8 capital and centre of art leamning etc

During the reign of Raatn Singh the successor of Samar Singh Sultan
Alauddin Khilfi Invaded Chitor  Rajputs reslsted but were defsated Several
women ftung into the fire and conductad Johar Sultan conquered and occupled
the fort and ravaged the country by plundeting it and massacring the pecple

During Tughlaq perlod it remalnsd under Malik Asaduddin. Hamir regained
it about V S. 1382,

Maharana Hamirs pomsssston of Chitor Is, In fact, a beginning of new
epoch In the history of Mewar  Thereatter & galaxy of powerful rulers amerge
in the history of Mewar as Maharana Kheta, Kumbha Ralmel and Sanga
who are found waging successful wars egainst tho Suttans of Malwa and
Gujrat. Bahadur Shah of Gulrat invaded Chitor In V S 1692 during the reign
of Maharana Vikmmaditya when Mewar was engulfed in civil war and disorder
Onco again the Rajput lsdles fiung Into the holy fire and conducted Johar
Bahadur Shah could not retain it long, 23 he was soon defeated by Humayun

The third and the last lnvasion of Chitor took place during the reign of
Meharana Udal Singh.  Sensing the impending defeat, the Rajput ladles again
committed Johar the third sake of chitor andthe entire garson of Rajputs
fell fighting.  The fort was retumed to Manarana Amar Singh atter the Mughal
Meower alliance  This event marks the eclipse of strategio and political Impor
tanca of Chitor as the capltal of Mewsr was now transteed to Udalpur city
founded by Maharana Udal Singh In the thick part of the Aravalis.

Architecture

While going to the fort the fist oblect of the historlcal Interest Is a
massive old bridge of grey Immestone built across the river Gambh!i  Itis
neardy 460 ft. long and 30 ft. broad havingl O srches. There asre numerous
Inscnbed stones of 13th century available, which were removed from the fort
Amang thess the Inscripton of Quesn Jayatal Devi, mother of Samar Singh

inscriptions of V S 1303 1324 and of pertelning to Jain Manibandha snd
Chakrabsndha are warth quoting

Tnerels anold temple of Shankargatta contalnl [
Vs (1 ng an Inscnption of

While gaing to the fort, the chabutara of Rawat Bagha and cenotaphs of
Jaymil and Killa which wers constructsd to cammemorate thelr heroic desds
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draw our attantion to the anclent history of tha fort. Ram Pols the maln entrano?
of the fort is a beautliul gateway decorated with several Imagss  Outsids
this gate thare are 10 inscriptions ranging from Vi S 1683 to 1836  Besldes
one Inscription of V S. 1638 inscribsd on apillar | also available in a hall
sltuated In the front ot this gate

Inside Ram pole therais a Patta’s memotial cenotaph  From this place
8 road goas 10 routh.  On this road a templs of Tulza Bhawanl contsining 8

small shrine and a pilleved mandapa constructed by Maharana Banvir
la situated

while going further south the main objects of historical interest are
Shringar Chawarl Pataleshwer temple and Digambar Jain temple The
Pataleshwar temple facing west cantalns 3 shrines and a common cormdof

[n front of them, suppottingon4 rows of pillars. It has an inscription of
V.S 1622

The Shuingar Chawan is one of the beautiful temples of not only Mewar
but Northem India It was onginally constructed before VS 1358 a3 a
fragmentary Inscrpuon 13 available onit. It was repsired dunng the reign of
Maharana Kumbha by Bhandar  and2othwt lcons of the tsmple were consecrated 1n
theyears 1512 and 1513 This was s Kharatargachha Jain tsmpls on the outside
walls. Vanaus scanes of Gods and Goddes< etc. are doeply and beautifully
carved. Onglnally there was a Ashta pada srrangement having 24 wnages
seated in different numbsrs on sn elavatod sguare plattorm The gates sre
fine specimen of deeply carved tracery work

In the wall of Banvir there are 3 inscriptions  two are dated V S 1834 and
the third is of 15th century Ths temple almast touching shringar Chawan
facing esst ls 2 small shrine of Digamber Jain sect. It was having an image
of V S 1232 v hich has now been removed

In front of the wall of Barvir the remnants of the palsca of Maharans
Kumbha are vruible [t 36eTs that thess were constructed originally In the 13th
century v hich n epparent from the style of the carving and construction of
plilars but the immense sdditions and slterations were made by Kumbha
1tis a matter of grest intere*t thatthe king who had constructed & beautiful
kil Sterrbha and had patronited the great Ranakpur temple showed little care for
hiaoam resldential matter  This palacs has gota domestic style of Rajput
archi ectre haang Trpatia Audience Hall Ganesh Tampte sepersts Zanana
a1 bar—aonIrent aates According to Mandan & famous architsct of Kumhbs
thata ~31 2 g23d d1vcing hy'l available in the palace which was also used dufing
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Hinds Gods and Godosses as tho names havo also Hoen Inscribod at the foat
of sach.  Tha chiel architects who built this wero Jata and his sons  Thefe are
several fragmentary Inseriptions from V' S 1499 to 1615 available on various
storeys of this offaring obsisance to ford Samadhl shwar etc

Another fine speciman of temple srchitecturs Is a temple of Mokal of
Samadhishwar [t was constructed in 12th century  Itconsists of s shiins 8
mandap and 3 porticos  In the maln shrine there ls 8 colossal image of Tri
murtl 1t ls full of deeply carved tracsry evan botter than the templs con
structad during Kumbhads tUme (n Narthar thare are soma refiefs containing
Jain scenes  Besides there are sculptures of some Jain Goddesses in it Thets-
fore some scholas have opined thatitls a Jain temple but it seems to
be baseless view becauss (n Jain temples (lke Shnnagar chawarl Mshavesr
temple of Chitor we can sse & number of Hindu sculpturas

it conststs of few Inscriptions. On the walls of mandap thare are two [nscr
ptloreof V' § 1286 Smilarly in .|he western wall of the Mandap there are
t™wo Inscriptiont of V 8§ 1207 and 1486 lnscnibed on the biack stones of the
tlme of Kumarpal Chalukya snd Mahamna Mokal respectively  An Inscription
of V S 1388 now avallable In Udatpur Museum. contalns the accaunt of the
repainng of this tample,

in the northei part of this temple thers Is a group of small tamples and
gate of Mghasatt  One broken tsmpls lying in the sastern side ef Kirti Stambha
containing en inscription of V S 1327 was demalished during the tme of some
johar  Simllarty there is an inscriptionof V S 1331 in the gate Mahasat
contalning & detalled but incorract geneelogy of the rulers of Mewar composed
by Veds sharman

The orlginal name of gomukh sltuated on the southem tide of Mokal s
1ample was Mandakini it wes originsily constructed in the 8th or 10th century
s3 Is spparent {rom tha remnants of plilars. in the cave situated sbove It
there are 2 inscriptions oneofV S 1616 and otherol V S 1843 both are
connected with Jainism

After passing thvough the houses of Patta and Jaimal the templs of Kall
ksmata one of the important historical objects s wissble  Originally it wasa
dedicated o Burya Deva who has alto besn displaysd rding on horses,
Thvs b3 atso one of the best specimaen of eaiy style of ormamentanon. It Js full
o! deeply catvad tracenss,

From this tale the modemised palaces of Padminl ars vislble Those
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A
ware rensweed and rapairad in the 18th century Other oblacts of the historical
Interest are Adbhuta temple Nilkantha tsmple Jaln Vijaya Stambha, Mahavir
Jaln Temple and Kukadeshwar group of temples Adbhuta temple was constru
cted during the reign of Msharana Ralmal  Nilkantha tomple was one of the
oldest tomples, which was demolished during the Invaslon of Alauddin Khilj.
Jan Vijaya Stambha was completad during the reign of Maharana Hamlr Kukads

shwar gioup of temples are also old temples but artistically not very fine In
this way this fortis a dl 1t of art and er

e.
Cultural centre

Chitar remalned & centre of art and leaming from the earliest times
Sidhesena Diwaksr Hadbhadra sutl Jin Vallabh Suri, Elacharya Harlsena etc.
aro the earliest Jaln scholars who flourished here  Mshuka was one of the
datceandants of the grest post. Maghe who settled at Chitor  Sutradhar Mandan,
onhs of the wiiters of 16th century was patronised by Kumbha

Mirabar also
flounshed hers
Kumbhalgarh
Kumbhalgarh Is shtuated about 60 miles from Udaftpur It had been
one of the Invincible forts of Mewar
History

It is known from Jaln traditions that king Sampratl Maurya constructed
some temples on the sits where the present fort of Kumbhalgarh stands.
Although the presant fort was constructed by Kumbha but there existed an

anclent ciiadel the name of which was Mahor or Machhindarpur

It was
y for the protection of God

(which wes uniler Mewer ot that tme
10 havo a strong hold there  Mahsmna Kumbha on the plan of the architect

Mandan constructed it.  Several times the Sultans of Malwe and Gujrat, valnly
sttacked 1, during that thme it was however captured by Akbar InV S
1834-35 but was 300n after taken back by Pratap Thereatter except during the
civil war pertaining to Rsten Singh It aiways remalined an abods of peace
Architecture

This foitis defended by the sodes of rampants with battlements and
bastions budlt upon the slopes of the hill upon which the enamy could not
be able to scale even by the means of ladders. Hence it has & strategical Impor
tance  While going from Kalwara the first oblect of historical Interest vuslble is
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Henuman pole where Maharana Kumbha Instalied ths kmage of Hanuman
brought from Mandor

In the fort the Yajnavedi Mamadevas 1empls Samsvasharans tenmle

Neelkantha temple euc, as woith sesing. Yajnavedi ks a 3 storeyod building

tad when the lon of the fort was performed by Kumbha 1t has

got archltactural merits, Its each tler is decorated with numerous massive low
columns resting on & sculptured panneled parapat

Mamadeva s temple was according to scholars, formerly & chomukha Jain
temple  Maharena Kumbha slmply renovated ft and bulit 8 large reservolr of
water  Numerous inscribed images of vanous Gods and Godddesas were found
from this place. Besldes two large inscriptions one fof 6 slabs and other of 2
slabs of V S5 1517 wwe found hers Kumbha wes usacherousty stebbed
by his son Uda hero at the edge of the said Kuris

The Jain temple known s Peotallya Deva containg very attractive images of
Agnl Brahma Indra Yama Varuna Veyu Kuber eto It has aninscription of V S.
1612, Another Important Jain temple known ss Bawan Jinslaya  hes
nearly 40 Deve Kullkas, It has an Imcription ot V' § 1621 The Badal Mahal
Tara Burja Top Khans Navachokl paleces eta. are alsoc Worth seelng  The
fins panoramic view of the wild and rugged scensry of hills are also visible
from ners

Mandalgarh

Mandalgarh Is an important key fort of the Eastern table land of Mewar
Its history Is chequemed one Originally It was constructed by Nikumbha
Rajputs. Latet on it was taken by the Chauhans of Aymer Hadas of Bundl
snd Guhliots of Mewar For long it remalned under the jagir of Balanots
Solankhs, who rebult it Thiy fort was invaded by varlous Musikm. Sultans,
According to Sheingirishl Inacription. Alauddin Khilh made an  unsuccessiul
attampt 10 gt {t.  During the reign of Mahsrana Kumbha it was Invaded saveral
times by the rulers of Matwa. For Some tims Mahmud Khiljl, the Sultan of
Matwa was successful in getting It In his possession. He demolished several
tonpies. Thersfors there are no earfer Inscriptions now avallable. AKbar
annexed it in his empire which wes subssquently ratumed to the rulers of
Maewar st the ime of Treaty  In the relgn of Aurangzeh it was taken by him in
Ileuo'J.azvu- The Emperor granted it to Rathor Chief of plsangana namely
Duda, Amar Singh lled tw Rethors. The  Mughal Emperor
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during the relgn of Maharsna Sangram Singh IT donated it to Indra Singh of
Nagaur but he declined 10 accept it

Archltscture

The following places and Inscriptions are the objects of historlcal study —

1 Gupteshwar templs eonsksts of Inscriptions of V 8, 1669 and V S 1671 of the

time ol Msharana Raimal and Meharana Sangs respectively These records
conshits the of account of the construction of a Mathe

~

Jaleshwar tomple conslsts of two Inscriptions of VS 1617 and 1661 of some
Solanid chlefs. Duning thesa years the temple was repairsd.

3 Jain temple Rikhabdeva was oompleted In VS. 1718, A {ragmemtary
Inscription of the sald year consisting of the name of architect Dava Is available.

4 Two Surah Lokhas of the time ¢f Maharana Bhim Singh contaln the account
a marble of the prohibition of the slaughter of animals for religious purposes.

Col. Tod has refarred about two big Inscriptions which he collected from
Bawad] containing the pedigres of Solankis which are now untraceabla.

Inthis way In shaping the hisrory of Mewar these forts have played an
important part.

R. V Somand



mewar and the marathas

The carliast opportunily Jor Mowar Faraths solabonshp presonted
fsel! when Prince Akbar sftor his abortve revolt aganst s father
Aurangzab flod to Deccan from Aaputana under the Raput e<cart tnd
by Durgadas. The efforts for Rajput—Maratha atliante againat the
Mughais did not succeod however By the bejinning of the 18th
cantury the Maratha bands bogan appearing on the political scene of
the northern Indla. Hencelonh Ralputana tsmalned for ebout a
century sn easy snd unobstructive fisld of thelr ravaging operations.

The very {irst contacts of the Marathas with Mewar and other
Aaput States were marked by the Maratha depradatons in this
temtory and levying of unbearable tribute by the former The Marathas
becams a menance to Mewar a3 early 83 1724 &. D as ewvidencod
by a KHARITA dated 24th November 1724 sent by Miharana
Sangram Singh of Udalpur to Sawal Jai Singh of Amber (Japur)
Tha Maharana wrots rhat the Deccants ware causing dusturbances In
his tsritory snd thet he considered them to be thieves naoding
proper Sinca the Manath | continued a
defsnsive slliance wes made by the three Raput States—Mewar
Amber end Kota egalnst the Marathas,  But severs) facters, & g
thewr tradiional rivairy matives of ssif aggrandisamsnt and  narrow
outlook prevanted them to comprshend the Maratha

X y and take the det alllance sedkously

manice

In the mean—time the Marathes continued to incrasss thelr hold
over Meiwa. This hald became almost camplats by dafeating Mughs!
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Govenor Sawar Jal Singh In tne battle of Mandsaur (Feb. 1733)  This croated &
very sarfous tltustion for the States of Rajasthan  compelling Remut princes to
1ske prompt action Tha Rajouts resorted to what 1s knoam as the policy of DAM
ad SAM (monsy and concillaton) First money was used to persuade
Them to gvacuate the occupied teritory of Matwa. A pronuse of five-lakhs of
rupses was mace by Dhabhai Nagjar on February 27 1733 and the same was paid
by Mey in {ull, the Marathas did not evacuate Matwa. Thus the attempt of the
Ralput rulers mistfired and monsy cou'd not secure the desited results. On the
othar hand, the Bundi affalr invited and prompted the Marathas to enter Into
fejasthan sl

Bundl affalr and Hurds conference

In1734 A, D Sawal Jal Singh of Jamur in order to enhancs fus influance
expelled Budh Singh ficm Bundy and placed hus own son in lsw Dalet Singh
on the throne This grass Interfarenca in the internal affairs of Bund State gave
1110 10 & complicated situation and the dethroned famlly sought the support of
®domal power | @ the Marathas  Pratgp Singh Hada the elder brother of Dale!
Singh was sent to Poona to mest the Peshwa and ather prominant Sardany for
enlisting thetr military support for Budh Singh. The assistance was given and
o0 23d Apdl 1734 Halkar resored the autno ity of Budh Singh aver Bundi

1t was thys the first dire~t Maratha Interference In the domestio affsis
of a State In Rajesthan It greatly alanmed the Raputs. Thinking minds in
Rajasthan began to apprehend danger from the Marathas against the safaty of
hair own Statss,  They now realized that they could not survive wath honour
"ithout pooling thelr efforts agalnst a common danger In order to docida
ez futuse courss of ecilon a confersnce of the Rajout rulers was called at
Hurde. 1t way attanded by slmoat all the important rulers of Rajasthan.  This
Confoenos was premded ower by Maharana Jagat Singh of Mewar
De a1 the conferance resulted Into the treaty of 17thJuly 1734 having
* Pl#n 10 st e Marathas from Malwe.

Thus for ths first tims since tha battls of Khanua In 1627 a Rajput
Confedarncy was agaln formedundsr tha lesdership of Jagat Singh the Maharana
oI Mewar Byt this unity remalned only on psper It coud not be put Into

bacauts every Rajput ruler had his own personal ambitions and none

W vaifing 1o grva them up for anything vitally essantial for the common causs.
Maharana was s man of luxurlous habits incapable of aasummg e
COTMnand of the united forces. Morsovar intermsl dissension did not ailow
Hmmmnmm his attention on reslstance and the Rajput rulers could not
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stcept any othor rulor as thoir feader  So thy neitherre 2 1+ ~bl d a1 Ramaurs
nor took the fiold agsingt the Flarathes after thatains a3 waz ¢ - 1 Tre
Rajputs thus 103t a 1are oppoftunity of thwarting tha '1iratha In 139y in 3
Rajasthan

The Hutdy canforence praduced hrghly disaitrous results for Plaar
becauss the Mahstana v ho had 10 far posed a3 & fnend of the PMarat 3 ¢ me
out in open ding a \f which co d umtrd mil tary acton
against them. The subsequont penod witne 93 the funous #lars has entenrQ
into Mewar Imposing unbearablo demands on the Rana a13 rexorting to ra/ 119
opetations.

Balirao s visit to Udalpur

The matiers camo to 8 head when Bajrao came to Rajasthan with s
‘magle bag of diplomacy 1o persuado tha sulers of vanous States to come 10
a political sottlement wnth tim. The fust major  State  winch hs
spproached was Mewar  Accompanted by Sindhie Hotkar snd Anand Roo
Panwer he teached Udaipr In the first week of February 1736 He was

a very warm eand was encamped at Champaba) noar Andr
The Immadiate object of huis vist was 10 secure a Sanad’ from the Rana ackno
wledging his tight to receive  Chauth for which his agent Sada Shiva Batla)
was trying for about a ysar Hes efforts brought about 8 settlemont by which Mawat
agreed to pay a sum of Rs. 12 25 000/—n eight years commencing from the
year 1736 to 1742-43 and sot apart the revenus of the Pargans o! Banera for
the abgve psyment.

From Udaipur Ballmo proceeded towards Jamur to meet Sewar Jai Singh
On the way he visitsd Nathdwara where he and his wife had *darshan of the
Daity Theyreached Bhanhhole near Kishangarh where on the 8th March a
meeting between him and  Sawal Jai Singh took placs Bapraos wimit to
Rajputana and uped-llv to Mewar had very fat reaching political repurc Jssions.
Bajrao ¢ visit letely dte bility of the Raput states

Struggle for Jalpur throne

Though Balrao had adopted harsher pozture in Imposing exacting terms on
the Rana yet ha mantained frisndly ralations with tha latter On bewring the news
ot Nadirshah s invamon of Deitu he appealed to the Maharana for a Joant action
against the nvader  But Maharana was busy in tning to get the Jalpur throne
to his nephaw Madho Singh, after the death of Jai Singh who had grown 100
weak and saniles and was not Likely o aurvive long
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Madho Singh was ths younger son of Sawal Jai Singh bom to the
Princess of Mewsr who was given in marriage to him In 1708 on an express
condition that the son pon to het would succesd Jai Singh even if he wae
younger In ags However on the dsathof Jai Singh hm elder son Ishwarl
Smgh succeedad to the gadi of Jalpur Madho Singh pressed his claim to
1he throne and his caute was naturally supported by the Maharana of Mewar
Hetecured halp of the Marathas 1o further the cause of Madho Singh
The struggle batween Ishwarl Singh and Matho Singh bacame one of the major
uies which disturbed the peace in Rajasthan for the next eight years
Uttimately in 1761 Madho Singh succoeded In securing the throno  For It

he gave parganss of Tonk and Malpura besidss the pargana of Rampura
( which sctually balonged to Mewar ) and a largs amount of money to
the Manathasy,

Madho Singh s affalr resulted not only In loss of men and money to
Mewar but t had rulnous effacts on the internal adminfstration and palitical
sabllity of the State mlso  The nobllity of Meaar got split and restive on
tecount of the wuakness of the Rana and took to deflance and disorderly

On the other hand the Maratha agents at Udaipur however went on
Prewing for the payment of trbuts Notonly Mewar but ather States of
Rajasthian also smarted undar tortuous peessure of the Merathas. Howsver
lodividually they were powerless to resiet the Maratha demands Durjan Sal of
Kata and Madho Singh of Jalpur took the Inftiative fn organising the unitsd
front of the Rajout ruters agalnst the Marsthas  While the talks for an entl
Meratha coafition wers going on Maharana Jagat Singh died on the 8th June
1751 His doath was & great blow to this causs  However the rulars continuad
thelf further plans against the Marsthes and tried to parsuads Pratsp Singh 11
8 new Mabarana to join the coalition But thess consultations proved of
10 &vall #a tha Intemal disturbances of Mewar damandad sll the attentlon of the
Muhorana  Aftar only thres years of reign Pratap Singh disd on 10th January
1754 and was succesded by his ten yesrs old son Rs} Singh.

Macatha raige inte Mewar

1 The short relgn of Maharana Ra] Singh YT was marked by maeny Maratha
0™  In the beginning of year 1766 A. D Malhar Rao Holker and Reghu
fath came 1o Mewar  |n the same yesr Vitha! Rao also ravaged Mewar and
% 50 Qovind Rao and Kanhall Jadhav levied wer contributions. Raghu-

:r?dh R20 and Hotker again cama into Mewar territory early in the year 1767
and ?"* Tn%0m of one Lakh or rupses from Javad. The perlod between 1765

768 proved highly disastrous for Mewar Ths Maharana had no other
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aftarnative but o buy off the Maratho Sardars  Tha next throe years from 1759
10 1781 Mowar was tlightly retloved of tho Fars ha pressure bacause thar
sttention was considarably diverted on a~count of Abdah s invasions

Battie of Fanipat and {ts affects on Rajasthan

The third battls of Panipat took place on January 14 1761 In which
Afghan infilcted a crushing dofeat upon tho Marathas led by Sadashlv Bhau
In Rajasthan reaction of the Marstha deleat was that of tojorang.  The Rajout
prnces stopped paymont of tributes. Sawar Madhs Singh inltated a move
and tried hiz best to form an anti Maratha leagus  But apain tho old jesiaustes
and prejudices blocked the path of unity Whan united action could not be
undartaken Mewar and other Rayput States made stray wrdividual ettonpis to
dislodge the Marsthas from their previous postton  In the meantrme the seven
tesn yoar old Maharans Ra) Singh diedon the 3rd Apnl 1781 Belng ltsusless,
he was auccesdsad 1o the thronoe by his uncle An Singh betier known as Mahatana
Arsl Hiz succession was the signal for successive civil stnfes In the country

Civil war Io Mewar and the Marsthas

Mahama Arsl, being il tempered by nature incutred displeasure of a
number of nobles, who decided to dethrone him.  In the meantims  posthumous
t0on was bom to the late Maharana Raj Singh IL and he wat placad under
the charge of Jaswant Singh the matemnsl uncle ol the child The nowa
of the birth of the prince cams like a bolt from the blus to Rana Arsi
He resorted to the policy of suppression  This further exasperated & number
of nobles who openly preached revolt. In ocdsr 1o dethrona Arsi  they
proclalmed Raten Singh  the posthumous pnince as the Maharena of Mewar
in 1764 at Kumbhaigarh, in thus manner the Civil war began. Jaswant
Singh of Deogarh was the leacder of the rebel group He was jomed by the
{euds! chiefs of Sadd Delwara, Begun Kothana and Bhindar On the
other hand Manarana Ani won tver the Rap ol Shahpura. He siso gained
an unexpacted alty Jhala Zaitm Singh of kota

Sumifarty attempts to seek the help of the Marathas were made by both
Aniend Ratan Singh. The rebel graup succesded n gaining the suppott of
Yashwant Reo Bable and Sadmhlv Gangadhar by the promuse of thrms lakhs
of rupses  Simuftanezounly Yeshwant Rao Babla also wrote to the Peshaa
edvising hum 10 e1powe the csuse of Ratan Singh for an smount of fupees
thirty six lakhe. Besides the Marsthas the Jodhpur uler Vijay Singh also came
forward to extend his & 1ppont to Rantan Singh for the promuse of filtean lakhs
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In the meantifie Maharana Arsl wes busy contacting several other
Maretha Sarders and ultimatsly succesdad in gaining the support of Misn Daula.
He 2130 won over Baharfi Takpar and Raghoram to his side. This créated &
dengerous situation for the supporters of Ratan Singh so they took the young
prince to Mahadjps camp at Ufjain. In the shnne of Mahakaleshwar an
sgreemant was reached according to which Sindhia was to be paid thirty lakhs of
Tupoes It ha succesded in securing the throns of Mewar for Ratan Singh  These
alerming developmants naturally perturbed Rana Arsl. He made serious efforts
to disusde Sindhla sgainst champloning the cause of his adversary but
fdled to win him over to his side  Consequently a battie was foughton
13th January 1769 on the banks of the river Stpra in wiich Anl's forces
were completely routed

Sindhla basieges Udalpur

Soms weeks ofter the battle of Siprs Sindhia in Merch, 1768 merched
eguinst Udslpur  This march crested great panic In the Caprtal. At this how
ol nesd the ax minister Amarchand was urgad to retum and direct defence
preparatione,  He accepted tha offer and humrledly organised the dsfence of the
Caphtal  Mahadyl beslegad the city of Udaipur In the sscond wesk of Apdl
The sloge dragged on for more than four months without any resutt. The aplrit of
datamination which prevalled among the besteged disquletaned Sindhis. He
thought It prudent to end the hostilldes  Hence pesce negotiations wero starisd
d an agresment was arrived ot by which Mewar agreed to pay sixty three and
& hatt (skhs of rupees to Sindhia Aftar this agrooment Sindhla feft Mevsr

Battls betwasn the rival parties and tha attituds of the Marathas

Bul the setffement with Sindha estsblished no pesos In Mewar
Ratan Singh was still at Kumbhalgarh and the refractory nobles oontinued to
$U000rt him. Thay were also receiving support of Sawal Pritind Singh the
$uccetsor of Sawal Madho Singh of Jalour The Peshwa did not view with
forts the millary sid provided by Jalpur and reproachsd Prithvi Stngh strongty
Mo, unbecoming action  But he continued to support the causs of rebels in

*4%0 and socured the support of Qenaral Samru for them. However the
Seoeasivo victorles of Arsl_over Ratan Singh crippled tho sength of his el
the he emerged suonger But Arst was not lucky enough 1o enfoy respits after
M astion of the hostlities. Ho was murdered by Ajit Singh of Bundi on 8th
M;‘f: 1773, He was succeeded by his nine yesr ok son Hemlr Singh, during
© m"“’““ﬂ patganas of Singoll Bhichore Jat, Khed atc. were given &way

Marathas,  Atter the short telgn of nearly five yesrs Meharana Hamr
Slngh dled on 8th Jung, 1778
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Antl Maratha mova In Rajasthan and the battio of Tungs

Once again Mewar had @ young Msharana whin Bhim Slngh (younast
brother of Hamir Singh) ascandod the gaddr  Duting tho early yoats of his reig?
he got respits for some time from tho Maratha attacks as tho fater wero busy
in the Anglo-Maratha war  Mewar utilizod thi tims in forglag unity among
hostile groups of nobility specially Chundawats 243 Shactiaats  This phue
of unity was, however 100 shomt fivod 10 give any substanual sdvantago 1o the
State. Ths old rivairies batween the Chundawats and Shaxtawats agsin brok#
out.  Meanwtile the Anglo Maratha war cams 1o an end and Mahadj) emerged
more powsrful than before  The Mughal Emporor aftor the daath of Mimza
Nejaf Khan appointed him Vakil 1 Mutiag.  As he grew stronger his Interfargnce
In Rajasthan also d ly The rulars of thasa States particularly
of Mewar Marwar and Jaipur therefore Uled to form e comenon front against
the Marathes. Daulatram Haldia an ex Drwan of Jaipur was sent to Lucknow
to hire an English bngeds sgainst the Marsthas Owing to the declarsd
non Interference policy of the then Govemor General he did not succeed In his
misslon  But Jaipur and Marwar formed a defanslive alliance and payment ot
tributs to the Marsthet war stopped  when Mapad]l himael! macchad agalnst
Jalpur with a lerge force to realse it, urgent orders wwers sent by the ruler to the
chiafs to assemble &t Jalpur with thelr contingents and Kharitas were sant to
Jodhpur Bikanar Bund: and other States to tend thair forces to fight sgainst
the Marathas, At the same tme ansngements were made 1o :lestroy the
Marathe out posts In Mewar while they were engaged with the Rajputs at
Jalpur  Mahad) s stisck on Jaipur was no longer the concern of Jaipur alone
Practically the whole of Rsjasthan wea with her  After the skimishes for
saveral days the batile of Tunga was fought on 28th July 1787 in which the
Rajputs emerged victorous,

The defeat and sussquent ratreat of Mahadyi creatad a stir end gave great
¥mpstus 10 the anti Marstha movements in Aajasthan  In Mewsr an amy of
about ten thousands wes sent to destroy the Maratha out-posts.  They captured
Nimbahers, Nakump Jiren and Javad bat the ground regained was soon lost
when the Maraths forcas under the leadstship of Ambafi Ingfis and Shiva Nana
gave 8 crushing defeat 1o Mewar forcas et the battle of Harkariye Bala (1788 AD )

Sindhls Invited
o the masnilms the te-eruption of conflict batween Shektawats and

Ctamdawats created a very ugly sittration In Mewsr Rawat Bhim Stngh. the
teader of the Chundawats captured Chitor fort and mada it hls head-quarters.
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The Msharana decided to teke & strong action but his govemment being too
weeiccould not accomplish i External assistance was nesdad and naturaity
e Marathes wero approached  On Invitstion from the Maharana, Mahadi
*greed 10 extend asshstance and for that purpose met him at Naharmagra on Bth
Seotember 1781 in this mesting they dlscussed the mathods of expolling

from Chitor - Consequently the Mewar snd Maratha forces set ot
for Chitor  The stege of tha fort of Chltor commenced on 23%d October and
lested for nearty thres weeks, Finding difficult to realst thess forces for tong
Rewat Bhim Singh started peace negotiations with Mahad}i through AmbsL
t evantually led 10  settisment by which Rawat Bhim Singh vacatsd the fort
1 17t November Before Mahad[is departure from Mewar on 6th
Jawary 1702, ho made Ambajj his Viceray for carrying on the sdminmtration
of Mewsr  Thus tha refns of sdminlstration of Mewar went now virally in
¥ hands of Amball, the Mahsrana was now fust adejure soversign. Mewar
Pactically becama a dependency of Sindhia

Mutual rivairy of Maratha S8ardars on Mewar soll

Ambali exploitad the polltical situation In Mewsr 1o his own advantage
12 8% the fullext posealiie extont. Mssnahile on the 12th Februsry 1784
breattod his |ast and was succeedad by his nephe~ Deutst Aao  He
sholnted Amball the Subadar of Jhansl and sastam provinces to take up his
MW sopintmont. Ambali latt Mewsr kesping Nans Ganesh as his representative
© 1% afar the affals of the Sute Ganesh et locss s roign of
o and blunderod s dovestated the tortiory of Mewar in genecal and
©fthe Chundawat Sardars In particular

$, Thos the Subedari of Mewst became a pilzed post and every Merstha
o wantad 10 have it for himssll  Mewar bacame » field of disputs
YT the Sindhlas ganerals Lakhwa declared himssll the suprems
et I north Indfa In the name of the widows of Mshad]l who wero not
Stlsfled with Daulat Rao Thix situstlon created two Subedars In Mewar both
e ol 1 1IN poaltion but nefther of them was powerful snough to expel
a2 from Mawar  During the decads of the dul Viceroyalty of Ambel
L-hn::menmhmm ground of the rival Maraths leodm;' W“‘yf(‘
economy and destroyed its administration. SHll further was

:? The history of the following sixteen yesrs of Mewsr was 8 record
""*gic defests and humliation for the Rana The episode concerning

T8 Kot wag o cloar polnter In that direction.



